RAAG

(Research, Analysis, Advocacy Group - furthering on the discussions at ‘praja.in’)

C-103, Mantri Classic,
4th block, Koramangala,

Bangalore 560034

2nd Feb, ‘13
The Honourable Chief Justice,

High Court of Karnataka,

Bangalore.
Dear Sir
Sub: adjournment ailment
We wish to bring to your kind attention the following excerpts from a news article that appeared in the Times of India on the 24th of last month (for the full text, click here1*)

The Supreme Court on Wednesday said delay in dispensation of justice could well be attributed to the judiciary's almost institutionalized generosity in granting adjournment of hearings and called for its complete abolition.

"The lavishness with which adjournments are granted is not an ailment exclusive to narcotics (case) trials; courts at every level suffer from this predicament. The institutionalization of generous dispensation of adjournments is exploited to prolong trials for varied considerations," said a bench of Justices D K Jain and J S Khehar in its judgment in a case relating to delay in disposing cases under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act.

The court unabashedly said, "Such a practice deserves complete abolishment." It found that the legislature had enacted a crucial amendment in the form of fourth proviso to Section 309(2) of the Criminal Procedure Code, 1973, to tackle the problem, but lamented that it awaits notification for more than three years.

- - - "Therefore, this court directs the concerned courts to adopt the method of 'sessions trials' and assign block dates for examination of witnesses...This permits a witness to take the stand after making one-time arrangements for travel and accommodation, after which he is liberated from his civil duties qua a particular case," the bench said.

Sir, a Nov '08 report (for the full text, click here2*) in 'the Hindu' had stated "...Bangalore has earned the dubious distinction of not only recording the highest number of cases to be filed annually in court, but also having the highest number of pending cases for any city in the State. Of the 13,13,195 cases pending in different courts in Karnataka, courts in Bangalore city alone account for 4,87,510 cases...". This state of affairs, you will admit, is a crying shame for the tech capital of the country, and we very much doubt if the situation has improved any since then.

"Justice delayed is justice denied" - Sir, even with everyone, connected with the legal system just repeating this dictum, very little appears to have been done so far to speed up things, particularly in the lower courts. In such a scenario, this bit of news indeed comes as a breath of fresh air. As such, can we request you to have the scheme implemented in Karnataka too, right away, if it has not already been put in motion yet. And, if it has indeed been put in motion, can we request that it be speeded up, so that its effects start showing in the form of early justice delivery.
We look forward to your confirmation of early action in the matter.
Thanking you,

Yours truly,

for RAAG,

sd/-
Muralidhar Rao
(President)
url’s:

1*) http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-01-24/india/36526643_1_adjournments-apex-court-supreme-court

2*) http://www.hindu.com/2008/11/24/stories/2008112455770100.htm

